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Carl J. Young is a candidate for the House of Representative in District #65. Because he did
not file one required form when he registered as a candidate, he will be present at the March
31 meeting to ask your guidance about preserving his opporfunity to quahfy for Maine Clean
Election Act (MCEA) funding.

Mr. Young registered as a candidate by faxing his regjstration form to our office during the
evening of December 19, 2007. He has intended to be a MCEA candidate. Unfortunately, .
when he registered he did not submit the attached Declaratlon of Intent (DOI) form stating his"
intention to qualify for MCEA funding,

To qualify for MCEA funds as a House candidate, he must collect 50 qualifying contributions
from registered voters in his district, and submit them to our office by April 15. Quahfying
contributions are checks or money orders in the amount of $5 made payable to the Maine
Clean Election Fund. A qualifying contribution is not considered valid if the candidate
collected it from the contributor more than 5 business days before filing the DOI form:

A participating candidate must submit a declaration of intent within 5 business
days of collecting qualifying contributions under this chapter. Qualifying
contributions collected before the declaration of intent has been filed will not
be counted toward the ‘eligibility requirement in subsection 3. (21-A MRSA
§1125(1))

Mr. Young collected 54 qualifying contributions and filed them yesterday with our office, at
which time we discovered he had not filed the DOI form. He filed the form yesterday, March
26. Based on the language in Section 1125(1), the staff view is that only those qualifying
contnbutions accepted on or after March 19 are valid. (In our view the wording of the final
sentence in the section is unclear, but we believe the Legislature intended a grace period of
frve business days between beginning to collect quahfymg contributions and the filing of the
DOI form.)

It appears that, at this time, Mr. Young only has 13 valid qualifying contributions.
Fortunately, he filed his paperwork early, so he has sufficient opportunity to fix the situation.
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Staff Recommendation

One option available to Mr. Young 1s to go back to the individual contributors and ask them to
contribute a second time to his campaign. (If he chose this option, we presume that he would
want to return to the contributors the $5 he originally collected from them.)

In order to save time for the contributors and for Mr. Young, the staff recommends that he be
permitted to:

+ visit the contributors with the original check and receipt and acknowledgement form
signed by the contributors,

* request that the contributors cross out the original dates, and

* request that the contributors insert the current date and initial the change. (Proposed
examples are attached.)

I'am copying Mr. Young’s primary and general election opponents on this memo so that they

are aware of their opportunity to comment on this issue at the March 31 meeting if they care
to.
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